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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. My name is Moana Maniapoto, musician, documentary maker, and leader 

of Moana and the Tribe. 

2. I am of Ngati Tiiwharetoa, Ngati Pikiao and Tiihourangi descent. 

3. My interest in this claim arises from my personal experience as a 

recording and performing artist, which I outlined as a part of the Wai 262 

Claim. I am one of the claimants bringing the Wai 2522 claim. 

4. I give th~s evidence in response to the affidavit of Mr Harvey that the 

Crown filed on 7 July 2015, which I have read along with the relevant 

appendices. 

Publication of Timing for Negotiations 

5. The Crown, and Mr Harvey, say that the timing for the conclusion of 

negotiations and the grant of Trade Promotion Authority on the United 

States has been widely publicised.] 

6. Mr Harvey attached two examples of news articles that I think were 

meant to show this. The use of these two articles, one from late January 

2015, and one from late June 2015, is misleading. 

7. No one really had any idea of when the negotiations would be finalised. 

From my understanding of media reports it all hinged on whether tihe 

United States could secure fast track authority for the TPP A. 

8. I consider that these two articles have been selectively chosen to try to 

persuade the Tribunal that we ought to have known that the negotiations 

would be where they are at today. This is just not the case. 

9. Looking at a wider collection of media releases since the beginning of 

2015 it seems that even the Minister did not know when the TPP 

negotiations might be concluded. 

1 Wai 2522 A2 - V Hardy / M Heron (Crown) Sworn Affidavit of Martin Wilfred Harvey, 7 Jul 15,8 Jul 15 at 
[73] 
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10. In fact as late as June 14 Minister Groser was saying that unless the 

United States acted quickly then the TPPA would be "a footnote in 

history".2 

11. Because the Crown refuses to release information to help us keep properly 

informed we have only had news media to go by. The articles that I have 

attached show doubt over the time frame for negotiations, and doubt 

about whether the TPP A would ever be finalised. 

12. Attached as exhibit "A" is a true copy of a Radio New Zealand article 

entitled TPPA pact close but hurdles remain from 3 February 2015. Mr 

Groser is quoted in this article as saying "I've been around long enough to 

know that unless it's actually done, it's never done". 

13. Attached as exhibit "B" is a true copy of an article from 13 May 2015 

entitled Vote could be death knell for TP P A. The article states that the 

delays around the vote for fast track authority may prove fatal to the 

TPP A, and Mr Groser stating that he was "just watching the political 

window closing slowly on us now because we've got to get this deal 

politically done basically by the end of July". There was certainly no 

certainty on the minister's part that the deal would be struck. 

14. Attached as exhibit "C" is a true copy of an article entitled Trade 

Minister's TPPA meeting called ofJfrom 21 May 2015. This article states 

that a representative of Minister Groser confirmed that "New Zealand will 

carry on with TPP negotiations, but there's no timeframe on its passage". 

15. Attached as exhibit "D" is a true copy of an article entitled TPP deal 

could be ofJthe cards dated 13 June 2015. In this article Minister Groser 

admitted that the deal could be off the cards "for at least two years". 

16. Attached as exhibit "E" is a true copy of an article entitled Groser's hands 

tied on TPPA from 14 June 2015. This article sets out the confusion 

around the timing for the TPP A negotiations, with Minister Groser 

resorting to watching and waiting to see what happened with the situation 

2 http://www.3news.co.nz/nznews/nz-to-wait-on-trade-deal-with-us-20 15061411 #axzz3tF AjgnfQ 



in the United States, and stating that "democracy is a messy business". 

17. Attached as exhibit "F" is an article entitled NZ to wait on trade deal with 

US also from 14 June 2015. In this article Minister Groser states that if the 

United Staes did not grant President Obama fast-track authority then "my 

personal view is that there's no chance of TPP being negotiated any time 

sooner than 2018". 

18. Attached as exhibit "G" is an article entitled 'Major opportunity could be 

lost for NZ ' - Groser as Obama clashes with own party over TP P. This is 

dated 14 June 2015. Minister Groser states that if the House of Congress 

doesn't pass the bill granting fast track within the week "we will not do 

the TPP anytime soon. It's as simple as that." 

19. Attached as exhibit "H" is an article entitled US urged to fast-track TPP 

from 15 June 2015. In this article Minister Groser stated that if the deal 

was not done in the next few weeks "until 2018". 

20. Attached as exhibit "I" is an article entitled Senate vote moves Obama 's 

trade agenda to brink of enactment from Wednesday 24 June. Although 

another vote was required, this was the first time that we became aware 

that fast-track authoirty was almost certain, and that it would be sooner 

rather than later that the negotiations were completed. This claim was 

filed on that date. 

21. Taken together I believe that no one really had any clear idea of when 

conclusion of negotiations might be until near the end of June, when 

Presidnt Obama was given fast-track authority. 

Consultation 

22. I note the suggestion of Mr Harvey that the Crown met with Ngati 

Kahungunu to consult with them about the TPPA. Following that I saw 

that Ikaroa Rawhiti MP Meka Whaitiri stated that as a former chief 

executive of Ngati Kahungunu Inc she is unaware of any formal 

discussions with the Wairoa to Wairarapa iwi. A true copy of the news 

article from Waatea News is attached as exhibit "J". 



23. I think that in light of these comments it is clear that this "consultation" 

was not to a standard that could be considered to comply with the 

Crown' s responsibilities to Maori under te Tiriti. 

24. On consultation I note that the reference at paragraph 32 to "proactive 

engagement" is with Maori export interests, and not all of that appears to 

refer to the TPP A. 

25. In the following paragraph Mr Harvey says that the Crown ' attempted' to 

adopt a more stategic approach. This attempt was again with Maori 

business interests, and is not convincing--one example of a meeting in 

2009 and discussions with Te Puni Kokiri, which is an agency of the 

Crown. 

26. Finally I dispute the claim in paragraph 37 that the claimants and the 

Tribunal cannot 'jump to conclusions' without more information. This 

would effectively deny anyone' s ability to comment, even using leaked 

information, until it is too late to do so effectively. 
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